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 We were deeply saddened to hear of the passing of one of 

the stalwarts of OWS, Roy Morris. I will keep my remarks 

brief as there is a full obituary elsewhere in the Bulletin, but I 

extend my and our deepest sympathies to all of Roy’s family 

on their loss. I first met Roy at an OGGA event in Kingston 

Ontario in the early 80s where he and Don Mills were sitting 

behind me singing bass. Brilliant. It was after that I joined the 

Gwalia Singers, learning by experience to make sure I kept 

my eye on the conductor!  

We were so lucky and blessed to have Roy conduct one of 

our and his favourite hymns “Blodwen” at our last Gymanfa 

Ganu this spring. 

  

Cadwch yn ddiogel 

  

- Geraint Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monthly: Awr Sgwrsio for Welsh speakers 
  Awr Sgwrsio I Dysgwyr  (for learners) 
  (contact Alison Lawson for details) 

November 14  Potluck and activities (TBA) 

December 13  Lessons and Carols 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Letter Spring 2020/ 

Anerchiad y Llywydd, Gwanwyn 2020 

 

Annwyl Gyfeillion, 

The ironic quote “May you live in interesting times” seems to 

have come true over the last several months with the advent 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. On reflection it was a stroke of 

luck that we were able to hold our St David’s Day Luncheon 

and Gymanfa celebrations just prior to the onset of the 

pandemic in Canada, and the subsequent restrictions on our 

daily lives. 

Social distancing has forced us to change so much of how we 

do things. Fortunately, the Internet, despite all its ills, has 

come to our rescue in enabling us to stay in touch with 

friends, family and colleagues. It has certainly forced me to 

be more tech-savvy. Our executive has met recently using 

Zoom, and because there are only 40 minutes of free time, 

participants were motivated to keep their remarks brief. Alison 

Lawson and John Williams also used the Zoom app to host a 

recent Awr Sgwrsio Dysgwyr event. It certainly shows 

promise. If social distancing continues for much longer we 

may try and host our AGM using this platform. While this may 

exclude those without computers or the less tech-savvy of our 

membership, it will at least enable us to have some form of 

AGM. I’d be interested in your feedback on this issue.  

 

Note from Secretary: 

To all those who receive paper copies of Y Bwletin: 

If you wish to receive paper copies of the Minutes from 

the 2019 AGM as well as reports for 2019-20, please call 

Marilyn at 613-820-6687. 

  



  

 

Bwletin Gwanwyn 2020        Tudalen 3 

 Colofn y Dysgwyr 

Learner’s Column 

Editor’s Note: John Williams visited Botswana in March. He 

prepared a slide show to treat us to the animal sightings he 

experienced while there. The meeting took place online.  

 

 

Llewpard wedi blino 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Jiráff    

 

 

Llewes yn gwarchod ei 

chenaw 

 

 

 

 Cenaw llew 

 

 

 

 

Ei chwaer 

 

 

 

 

 

 Amser cinio 

 

 

 

 

  Impala  

 

 

 

Sebra bach 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  Sebras  

 

 

 

Twmpath morgryg (termites)  

 

 

 

 

  Babwn 

 

 

 

 

Pâr paru  

 

 

 

 

 Storc bil melyn 
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Bwytawr gwenyn 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Eryrod pysgod 

 

 

 

 

 

  Meeting with a delegation of Senedd Cymru 

 

 

 

Members of the OWS in 

conversation with visitors from 

Senedd Cymru 

While it may not evoke any obvious Welsh connections, the 

Metropolitain Brasserie at the corner of Sussex and Rideau in 

downtown Ottawa was the scene of a very convivial gathering 

bringing together members of the Ottawa Welsh Society and 

members of Senedd Cymru (the Welsh Parliament) on the 

evening of 11 February. Close to thirty people were in 

attendance and after brief addresses by three members of the 

Senedd (the main address being given by the Presiding Officer 

[Speaker] of the Senedd, Elin Jones), the gathering broke into 

smaller groups for conversations about anything that occurred 

to the participants. The Senedd members at the gathering 

were Ann Jones (Labour), Suzy Davies (Conservative) and 

Elin Jones (Plaid Cymru). The purpose of the meeting was for 

these members of the Senedd, acting on behalf of that 

institution, to get to know and touch base with a group of 

representatives of the Welsh community in the Ottawa area 

and, in the longer term, to build links that would benefit both 

parties. Relations were cordial and the conversation flowed 

easily. It was perhaps only the jet lag of the three visitors and 

the Senedd staff member travelling with them that forced the 

gathering to come to a close at a sensible hour. There were 

many exclamations of recognition during these conversations 

as people realized they had acquaintances in common or had 

roots or connections in the same parts of Wales. The Senedd 

member I (totally by chance) spent most time talking to went to 

my old secondary school, albeit decades after I was there. The 

Senedd group stated that they were very pleased to get to 

know a group of active Welsh men and women in Canada and 

looked forward to growing the relationship as we move ahead.  

OWS members felt that this was a long overdue, and 

potentially, very productive relationship that could be extremely 

useful in creating future 

programming for the Society.  

- John Price 

John Price in conversation with a 

member of Senedd Cymru who 

attended his old secondary 

school 

Geirfa – vocabulary 

Llew/Llewes Lion/Lioness 

Llewpard Leopard 

Gwenyn Bee 

Neidr Snake 

Morgrug Ants 

Cenaw /Cenawon 

Ei chenaw 

Cub(s) 

Her cubs 
Paru / i baru Mating/ to mate 

Gwarchod guarding 

Twmpath Pile/mound 

Aderyn/ adar Bird (s) 

Eryr/eryrod Eagle (s) 

Nyth/nythod Nest (s) 

Bil/pîg Bill/beak 

melyn yellow 

pysgod fish 

Tîr gwlyb Wet ground (wetlands) 

Wedi blino tired 

Bwyta / bwytawr to eat / eater 

Chwaer/ei chwaer Sister/ his sister 

Cysylltu/ I gysylltu Connect/to connect 

Ar lein On line 

cyfrifiadur computer 

Amser cinio Dinner time 
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Geraint, 

It would be remiss of me not to begin this letter through 
sending you all my best wishes as we all work to lessen the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Indeed, I was very 
saddened to hear that the Ontario Welsh Festival had been 
cancelled. However, I wanted to write to you today with a 
very short note to pass on my heartfelt thanks to you and to 
your members for attending our recent St. David's Day 
Breakfast in Ottawa. Maintaining and building on our links 
with the Welsh diaspora all around the world is a real priority 
and it was an absolute pleasure to be able to meet so many 
of you. I would like to send you all my warmest wishes as you 
continue with your work, and thank you all for everything you 

do for Wales in Ontario and beyond. 

 

Cofion gorau, 

M.E. Morgan 

Eluned Morgan AC/AM 

Minister for International Relations and the Welsh Language 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eluned Morgan, Baroness Morgan of Ely 

Minister for International Relations and the Welsh Language 

 

Editor’s note: This letter was edited for space. It was 

originally written in both languages.  

Chateau Laurier Breakfast 

 

Over the course of the winter we had received communication 
that two Welsh delegations, one from the Welsh Assembly, and 
the second from the Welsh Government, were intent on visiting 
North America, and Ottawa was a possible part of their itinerary. 
After some email discussions, two separate meetings were  
arranged, with general invitations to both going out, through 
email, to the membership. This was a wonderful opportunity for 

us to meet and socialize at no cost to the society! 

 

The meeting with the representatives of the Welsh government 
was facilitated by Andrew Wagstaff, “Head of Canada” for the 
Welsh government. On a chilly Wednesday morning in February 
we were the guests of Baroness Eluned Morgan, Minister for 
International Relations and the Welsh Language, for breakfast 

at the Chateau Laurier.  

 

About 14 members of the Society were in attendance to hear 
Baroness Morgan talk about the new outreach initiatives of the 
Welsh government to meet the Welsh diaspora, and leverage 
those connections to raise the profile of Wales and the Welsh 
language overseas. I imagine this initiative springs from the 
outcome of Brexit and is designed to ensure Wales does not 

suffer as a result of any changes that result from Brexit. 

 

Baroness Morgan and her staff were very pleasant, gracious 
and informative, with a short talk on the aims of the Welsh   
government and her department in particular, followed by a      
Q & A period. There was some hope conveyed verbally that 
while there were no funds available to the Ottawa Welsh       
Society, there was the potential of support to encourage cultural 
endeavours such as our Film Festival, speakers from Wales etc. 

We have yet to explore the extent of this expression of goodwill. 

 

I have had a letter from Baroness Morgan (who my sister taught 
in Ysgol Glantaf!) after our meeting and I attach this below for 

your perusal. 

- Geraint Lewis 
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The finale to the afternoon was a really delightful recital by   

Shannon Mercer. Her thoughtful programme included Fenyw 

Fwyn , Codiad yr Hedydd, Y Gog Lwydlas, Cysgod ni bu by  

G.F. Handel, Cymru Fach and a finale which had us all 

laughing - “Geraint (Taylor), the Latte Boy”. She was ably 

accompanied by Alan Thomas. 

- Alison Lawson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shannon Mercer with Alan Thomas  
following a delightful vocal performance 

 

 

St David’s Day Lunch  March 2020 

Who would have believed the events that have occurred in the 

last two months. In hindsight, it seems amazing that we were able 

to gather together on February 29 to celebrate St David’s Day. It 

was only a few days afterwards that the full implications of the 

pandemic hit home and changed our lives so drastically.  

Over 80 of us joined together to celebrate our patron saint, Dewi 

Sant, at the Royal Ottawa Golf Club that day. The Golf Club had 

gone out of their way to make the dining room fit the occasion 

with beautifully laid tables and dark green napkins. John Williams 

managed to track down some fresh daffodils, Myfanwy Davies 

provided the flags to complete the arrangements and Marilyn  

Jenkins came up with a very original way to identify the different 

tables using the names of well-known churches and cathedrals in 

Wales. 

Alan Thomas accompanied us in singing the two national        

anthems and prayers of thanksgiving were given by Geraint Lewis 

and Lezlie Wood. 

As we ate our delicious lunch, our MC, John Price, regaled us 

with greetings from various Welsh groups throughout the world. 

He also presented his wonderfully searching quiz on all things 

Welsh - I’m not sure which table gained the most correct answers 

this year! 

Toasts were then proposed to the Queen by David Jeanes and to 

Cymru a Dewi Sant by Pawl Birt. These were followed a most 

entertaining and funny speech by our guest of honour, Alan 

Thomas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Thomas, entertaining as always 
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Gymanfa Ganu 2020 

St David’s Day itself was the date of a successful Ottawa Welsh 

Society Gymanfa Ganu this year. With just over 70 people in   

attendance at Westminster Presbyterian Church and with Society 

Secretary Marilyn Jenkins conducting, the sounds of some very 

fine Welsh hymns and some very fine singing rose to the rafters 

and may even now be reverberating there. Shannon Mercer, who 

grew up within the OWS, was our guest soloist this year and it was 

wonderful to welcome her back to display her musical art for us.  

Shannon sang Y blodau ger y drws (The Flower Near the Door) 

and Malotte’s The Lord’s Prayer. All in attendance agreed that we 

were truly blessed to have her return to Ottawa and sing for us.  

Côr Alltudion Westminster, which was convened by Bob Price and 

rehearsed and accompanied on piano by Alan Thomas, sang Alan 

Thomas’s own composition Sant Catwg and the hymn Rhondda.  

Alan was also the accompanist at the organ for the Gymanfa itself. 

Of particular delight on this afternoon was a cameo by Roy Morris, 

former Music Director of the Ottawa Welsh Choral Society and the 

Gwalia Singers, who conducted his favourite hymn, Blodwen, with 

a great deal of his old verve. The free-will offering was divided 

between Westminster Presbyterian Church and the Ottawa Welsh 

Society. The gratifying attendance bears witness to the fact that 

this event is still greatly appreciated by Society members and their 

friends. The Society’s warm thanks are owed to Marilyn for  

choosing the program and conducting the Gymanfa with great 

warmth and humour. Thank you also to all others who contributed 

in various ways, including to the refreshments that were enjoyed 

to slake the thirsts of those who had poured heart and voice into 

the singing. 

- John Price 

 

 

Marilyn Jenkins conducting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shannon Mercer singing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roy Morris guest conducting (last year) 
at the 2019 St. David’s Day Gymanfa Ganu 



   

 

 

In Memoriam 

Stan Hughes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1918 - 2019 

See Bwletin Gaeaf 2019 for more on Stan Hughes. This memorial 
reflects how others saw him. 

Rev. Brian Cornelius, First United Church: 

Stan made his entrance on September 17th, 1918, just as World 
War I was grinding to a halt. The third of four children, he was 
born in Llanelly in South Wales. His mother, a woman of       
formidable energy and determined discipline, imagined good 
things for her children through education. His father, a quiet 
man, was an accountant. Stan relished his Welsh roots and  
would demonstrate his mastery of Welsh names and linguistics 
with many who dare not try.  
 
Stan met his mother’s formidable challenge by earning a        
scholarship to study pharmacology and then securing the      
opportunity to study at the University of Aberystwyth where  
Mycology, or the study of fungi, became his passion. He 
launched himself into his career by joining the Commonwealth              
Mycological Institute at Kew Gardens in England, where he  
distinguished himself so well that he was head-hunted as a   
research scientist in 1952 by Agriculture Canada. Stan seized 
the opportunity and, arriving by boat in Montreal, he made his 
way to Ottawa, where, with the bells of Parliament Hill sounding 
out a Welsh tune, he knew he had found a home. He threw   
himself into work and he found his  speciality and particular  
expertise in studying mould and fungi.  
 
The early years of Stan’s marriage were marked with an       
adventure to New Zealand which cemented Stan’s focus on 
“sooty moulds”. 
 
With a growing family, Stan was present as father, and he loved 
their Hamilton Street home because of the short commute to 
office and labs and the ability to return home for lunch. He    
remained a constant presence in the web of Agriculture        
Canada long past his retirement. Stan’s skill and meticulous 
attention to detail earned accolades around the world and his 
expertise was sought out.  
 

  Stan was awarded of the Jakob Eriksson Gold Medal 
(Swedish Academy of Science), the George Lawson Medal 
(Canadian Botanical Association), membership in the Linnean 
Society and the Order of Canada (2010). His stature in his 
field was evidenced by his tenure as the President of the  
Mycological Society of America and Vice-President of the 
International Mycological Association.  
 
Despite a busy career, Stan maintained his appreciation for 
poetry, his loyalty to the Ottawa Welsh Society, his focus on 
collecting and classifying myriad collectables, enjoying       
conversation with neighbours, celebrating meals and holidays 
and time with children and grandchildren as a caring husband,  
father and grandfather. 
 
Throughout life, Stan embraced the wonder of life, replete 
with its joys and sorrows. He deeply impacted by and 
mourned the death of his son Robbie.  
 
In recent months, Stan was named a fellow of the Learned 
Society of Wales, a proud achievement. Stan was an amazing 
presence in the church, testament to his optimism and healthy 

approach to life. 

 
Stan’s colleague, Keith Seifert: 

 
 Stan was perhaps the world’s most famous expert on the 
classification of the fungi most of us know as moulds. He  
developed a consistent scientific system that allowed anyone 
to classify or identify these almost invisible fungi.  
This is a small field, certainly fewer than a few hundred     
people, but because of the importance of moulds as           
producers of antibiotics, causes of human, animal and crop 
diseases, and spoilers of food, it is a very important field.  
 
Stan did all this with the character that you all came to love, 
as a gentleman, as a classical scholar, as a ... let’s face it... 
sort of obsessive collector, with humility but also pride, and 
quiet passion. He was respected and admired all over the 
world for his science, his kindness and that special Welsh 
humour. Whenever a colleague found out I worked in Ottawa, 
they would always ask after Stan, and insist that I pass on 
their regards. 
 
Stan and Lyndell’s guest book reads like a Who’s Who of 
Canadian and international mycologists, so many of whom 
made a point of stopping by to visit him and his family.  
 
I met Stan when I was 21, forty years ago, and he is one of 
the reasons that I spent my career, and life, here in Ottawa. I 
am proud and grateful that he not only became a mentor and 



  

 

In Memoriam 
a colleague, but also a dear friend. I am privileged, and will 
always smile when I remember him. And, along with our 
many, many colleagues around the world, I will miss him. 
  
Daughter, Glenys  

 
Mom and Dad’s was a love story. They met by chance at a 
mutual friend’s house, in Ottawa. Sparks flew, eyes twinkled, 
cheeks blushed and promises were made to meet again. 
Soon, love letters filled mailboxes. Road trips were made  
between Ottawa and Hamilton. And eventually the deal was 
done, and Mom and Dad were married. Three children came 
along and Mom and Dad settled in for the long haul. 
 
But some love stories contain tragedy. The death of Robbie in 
2011 caused the sort of grief known only by those who have 
lost a child. But while it changed them, it didn’t destroy them, 
and my parents, somehow, carried on.  
 
Dad is one of the lucky people among us to have married the 
love of his life. Mom and Dad simply adored each another. 
Clear in my mind is the day, not too long ago, that Dad had 
lost his hearing aids and Mom had lost her voice to laryngitis. 
How they survived that day is a testament to their patience 
with one another and combined sense of humour. 
 
Dad painstakingly built and played with a model train set that 
filled half of our basement. He loved watching the Muppet 
Show. He particularly enjoyed the cantankerous old hecklers 
in the balcony seats, Statler and Waldorf. When we kids were 
growing up, Dad was certain to remind us that he was a “Child 
of the Depression”, which no doubt accounted for the fact that 
he wasted nothing and saved everything. Dad spent money 
wisely. He taught us to appreciate what we had, to recycle, 
and to be resourceful. We’re quite sure that when preplanning 
his funeral many years ago he inquired about ‘a Seniors’   
discount.’  
 
Dad could be stubborn. He didn’t like using his walker        
because that would make him look old. So, he made good use 
of his cane when venturing out on errands with Mom. My  
father had an almost child-like fascination with the workings of 
the world. Everything interested him. He loved poetry,       
especially that of Longfellow and Wordsworth; he revelled in 
the beautiful tenor voice of Beniamino Gigli; he marveled at 
the complexity of the natural world; and he delighted in the 
magic of compound interest. He prized books above all else 
and couldn’t quite comprehend the current movement away 
from the printed word.  
 

The scientist in me finds some solace in the fact that Dad  

actually does live on in me, and David, and his grandchildren. 

He certainly will be remembered in the world of mycology. But I 

think Dad’s most important legacy will be in the hearts of those 

who loved him and whom he loved in return.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stan at the opening of the 

library that now houses his 

collection of fungi and books 

 

 

 

 Stan humbly showing his 

 Order of Canada medal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Stan and the “love of his life” Lyndell 

There was a very good representation of the OWS at Stan’s 
Celebration of Life Service on November 23 in Westboro. 



   

 

In Memoriam 

Grace Thomas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1924 - 2019 
 

Grace was always a strong and independent minded woman. 
After losing both parents in her late teens, she left Sherbrooke to 
start a new life in the West. On the train, she struck up a        
conversation with a man who convinced her to sit the External 
Affairs exam, so she left the train in Ottawa and the rest is     
history!  
 
It was at External Affairs that Ken Thomas saw Grace through a 
window and declared: “ that is the woman I am going to marry!” 
After the quiet Ken succeeded in wooing Grace away from her 
many beaux, the pair were married and, in the following years, 
with their two daughters, they lived all over the world: England, 
Italy, West Indies, India, and Washington, D.C.  
 
Grace, along with her husband, was deeply involved in the 
church and the community wherever they lived. They worked on 
committees and helped tend to the physical and emotional 
needs of the community. 
 
Grace always maintained a positive attitude; Ken called it “rose-
coloured glasses”, but she was rarely without a smile. Grace 
looked for the best in people and gave the best of herself. 
After years of living out of the country, as Ken pursued his     
career and Grace worked in various embassies, the couple 
moved to Ottawa for their retirement, where Grace, using her 
Welsh connection with Ken, quickly became involved in the  
Ottawa Welsh Choral Society and the Gwalia Singers, and later, 
the Canadian Showtime Chorus. There was always a song in 
her heart. 
 
As told by the Venerable Katheryn Otley, of Christ Church Bell’s 
Corners, Grace’s selfless attitude was demonstrated clearly the 
day she broke her hip at church. She was lying on the ground in 
terrible pain, and her main concern was for the people around 
her; her daughters, the minister and the paramedics. 
 

Grace never exhibited a drop of self pity. She soldiered on 
after Ken’s death from ALS (2009), moving from her home in 
Crystal Beach to Stillwater Creek Retirement Residence. This 
was a difficult transition at first because the place was “full of 
old people!” Those who knew Grace will attest, her hair was 
never allowed to go white! The residents and staff soon grew 
to admire and cherish her and will miss her greatly. 
 
Grace was thankful for everything: her daughters who took 
good care of her, her family, grandson, friends who visited 
often and her church family. After her second hip fracture, 
Grace was forced to abandon her habit of attending church 
weekly, but she did get there every month for the Seniors’ 
Service. She sang, played the piano and acted as a second 
mother for many.  
 
Grace was a warm mother to Brenda and Nancy (Brennan), 
beloved mother-in-law to Michael Brennan and devoted 
grandmother to Liam Brennan – a  wonderful, feisty, amazing 
woman. 
 
A Celebration of Life was held for Grace on November 30, 
2019 and a good number of OWS members were in          
attendance. 
 
- Marilyn Jenkins 
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and Davies families also became close friends; a connection 
that continues to this day.  
 
In those early years, many of the families had young children 
and it was easier, and cheaper, to take the whole family to a 
Welsh Society event than to hire babysitters. Many of us will 
remember Roy leading the children in Away in a Manger at the 
Christmas services. After we changed our St. David’s Day    
Service to a gymanfa, Roy led us in song many times, always 
with Alan Thomas on the organ. Over the years, both Roy and 
Kay served on the committee for the OWS, and Roy was elected 
President of the Society in 1999 for a 2 year term.  
 
In the fall of 1968, a group of members of the Welsh Society 
formed a mixed choir, and Roy was invited to be the conductor. 
During his tenure, the choir was very active, participating in all 
OWS functions, competing in the Kiwanis Music Festival (which 
started as an Eisteddfod), and travelling widely across Ontario to 
participate in the Ontario Gymanfa Ganu. The choir visited 
Wales on two occasions. In 1973 they competed at the         
Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod, and in 1978 they 
undertook a five city concert tour, making connections with 
Welsh artists and choirs that lasted for many years. 
 
Roy also served as conductor of the Ottawa Concordia German 
Men’s Choir and the Concordia German Women’s Choir, with 
whom he toured Germany. For a short time he served as      
Director of the Swiss Choir of Ottawa. 
 
In 1984, a second Welsh choir, The Gwalia Singers, was started 
in Ottawa and Roy was asked to lead them. This group sang 
together for approximately 10 years, and appeared at many  
Ottawa Welsh Society functions. They also travelled to         
Pennsylvania where Roy conducted a gymanfa in Shamokin. 
 
The Ontario Gymanfa Ganu Association was also a major focus 
for Roy and he offered his talents by serving on the committee 
for a few years. He rarely missed The (OGGA) Ontario Welsh 
Festival, where he conducted the formal Gymanfa Ganu on six 
occasions between 1983 and 2001, and the less formal 
“afterglow” on a regular basis. He also helped out with all      
manner of logistics. 
 
Roy was involved in the National Gymanfa for a number of 
years. He was on the planning committee for the Ottawa 1977 
gymanfa, and conducted part of the Grand Concert featuring the 
Ottawa Welsh Choral Society and the Band of the Royal        
Canadian Mounted Police, which was held in the sold out Opera 
House of the National Arts Centre. He was also on the          
committee for Ottawa 2000, which was chaired by his son, Ian.  
With Alan on the organ, Roy was delighted to conduct his first 
National on home turf. He later conducted the 2006 National  

Roy Morris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1934 -  2020 

On April 14th 2020 we were saddened to hear of the passing of 
one of the stalwarts of the Ottawa Welsh Society, Roy Morris. 
Roy was also well known in the Welsh communities through-
out Ontario and North America, as a conductor and President 
of the WNGGA/WNAA.  
 
Roy was born in Swansea and educated at Ystalyfera      
Grammar School and Mill Hill Public School in London. As a 
young boy he was active in musical productions and local   
Eisteddfodau. He began conducting at the age of 13 with a 
school choir. He studied piano with John Edwards 
(Pontardawe), Derek Johnstone at Mill Hill, and at the Royal 
Academy of Music. Roy studied organ with Ivor Owen, 
Gymanfa Ganu conductor and Municipal Director of Music for 
Swansea. 
 
Roy and his wife, Kay, arrived in Canada in June 1966 with 
$20 in their pockets, and three small sons to care for. Through 
perseverance and hard work, they made it. Building on his 
experience in Barclay’s Bank in Britain, Roy took a job with the 
Toronto-Dominion Bank in Ottawa. In his spare time, he 
worked as a church organist and choir director. Not long after 
their arrival he took a job with the federal government where 
he had a long and successful career with the Department of 
Public Works. When he retired, he was the manager of       
purchasing for the National Capital Region. 
 
Roy also had some experience as a rugby referee, and it was 
on the rugby pitch that he met Dr. Albert Davies, also a recent 
immigrant to Canada. As a result, the Morris family joined the  
Ottawa Welsh Society and became very involved. The Morris  
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Gymanfa in Cincinatti. These appearances led to invitations to 
conduct local cymanfaoedd in Toronto, Delta, PA and Wisconsin, 
just to name a few.   
 
Roy served on the Board of WNGGA for several years before 
being elected Vice President in 2004 and President in 2006. 
 
In recognition of his many contributions to Welsh culture in     
Ontario and beyond, Roy was awarded the Ontario Welsh      
Festival Gold Award in 2016.   
 
Roy was very well known for his style of conducting, and his pas-
sion for music.  He was small but he was mighty.  He was one of 
the few people who would conduct you while you sang Happy 
Birthday to him.  Family and friends celebrated Roy’s 85th birth-
day on Christmas Eve and he led the singing before blowing out 

his candles.    

 
His last conducting appearance was on March 1st at the 2020          
St. David’s Day Gymanfa in Ottawa, where he was invited to lead 
us in Blodwen, his favourite hymn. He was in fine form and we 
will have that memory forever.  
 
Roy passed away from heart failure, but the Covid-19 restrictions 
mean we will not be able to gather to celebrate his marvellous life 
for some time yet. A Gymanfa-style service is being planned for a 
later date. 

 

Roy was predeceased by his wife, Kay, who was also well-known 
to the Welsh communities in North America. He leaves his sons 
Ian (Kathy), Nigel (Catrin) and Stephen (Jan); his grandchildren 
Heather, Alison, Aidan, Dylan and Matthew Morris, and his great 
grandson, Barin Roy Morris. 
 
Today his baton is still. We will miss him, but we have many  
wonderful memories of our lives with him, and we know he is 
now conducting the choir in heaven. Feel free to raise a toast to 
him tonight, and when we can gather together again, we will  
celebrate his life with song.  
 
 
Written by Myfanwy Davies with material from Catrin (Davies) 
Morris and Alison Lawson. 

 
 
 
 
Myfanwy Davies presents the OGGA 
Gold Award to Roy in 2016 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roy conducting at his 85th birthday party 

 

 

 

 

 

Roy and his sons   

Nigel, Ian and Stephen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roy with his granadchildren and great-grandson 

 

Thanks to Marilyn Jenkins and Catrin Morris for photographs 
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Rowly Jenkins 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1924-2020 
 
Rowly started life in the manse at Llangloffan, a crossroads 
between two farms, between Fishguard and Haverfordwest. 
Within a year, his parents emigrated to Canada to start a new 
life on a farm near Fenwick. The farm turned out to be         
unsustainable and within a year they moved into Welland 
where his father worked on the canal and at Atlas Steel. 
 
In 1928, after a work accident, the family moved to Toronto to 
open a used furniture store. They did a reasonable business 
among the immigrant families from many countries. A few 
years after the birth of his sister, the family moved back to 
Wales to farm, a short-lived venture that ended after a year 
and within another year they had returned to Toronto to open a 
second used furniture store. 
 
Rowly was an exemplary student and was highly regarded by 
teachers and students. He completed grade 12 and at age 19, 
enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy where he quickly moved 
from Ordinary Seaman to Sub-Lieutenant and he had various 
assignments, including teaching at the torpedo school. 
 
After the war, Rowly took advantage of the opportunities       
offered to veterans, and completed his senior matric, then  
entered the challenging program of Engineering at the         
University of Toronto. After four years, armed with a B.A.Sc. 
and accompanied by a new wife, Dorothy (Rattle), he accepted 
a job with English Electric. They bought a house in St.        
Catharines, where the company had its Canadian plant, and 
very soon afterwards headed to England for a six-month     
training program. 
 
On their return, they started their family. Marilyn and Laurie 
were both born in St. Catharines. Rowly was instrumental in 
organizing the Professional Engineers in the Niagara region 
and he joined Toastmasters.  In 1959, having lived in their 
dream home for less than a year, the family moved to Ottawa 
where Rowly worked as a recruiter for the Civil Service     

Commission. Youngest daughter Pegi was born in Ottawa.  
The family quickly became involved in the activities at Bromley 
Road Baptist Church and in the community, where Dorothy and 
Rowly joined a square dance group. On one occasion, they 
cleaned out their detached double garage and turned it into a 
dance hall.  
 
Rowly was always active in the church, following in the footsteps 
of his parents who sang in the choir. He often said his father 
would drive for miles to sing. The family was associated briefly 
with the St. David’s Society in Toronto and with Dewi Sant 
Church. In fact, they donated a family Bible to the church. But it 
was in the Baptist Church that Rowly found a home. He met  
Dorothy at a church function for young adults and in Ottawa, he 
filled many different positions in the church’s lay organization 
over the years. In addition, he served on the West End Inter-
Faith Committee and on the Pastoral Care Committee. In the 
1970s, Rowly discovered Camp Kwasind, a Baptist camp in  
Muskoka. Soon he was on the committee and next he took on 
the chairmanship. Under his leadership a new lodge was built 
and the Camp held its first “Celebration Weekend” in 1979.     
Rowly also served, along with Dorothy, as a camp counsellor 
when needed. 
 
In the 1960s, Rowly joined the Treasury Board, Personnel Policy 
Branch. During his time there, he completed a one-year      
Quantitative Analysis course. However, by 1979, due to a     
combination of physical ailments and burnout, Rowly chose to 
take early retirement. He didn’t sit around idle, though. He     
continued his church work and helped Dorothy with the care of 
his granddaughters while their mother went out to work. 
 
In the 1980s, Rowly discovered the  Ottawa Welsh Choral     
Society and the Ottawa Welsh Society. With his usual             
enthusiasm, he jumped right in and joined both. His tenor voice, 
along with Bob Price and John Griffiths, created a powerhouse of 
a section and when it came to fund-raising and  recruitment of 
members, Rowly was untiring in his efforts. In the lead-up to the 
2000 National Gymanfa held here in Ottawa, he served on the 
committee along with Roy Morris, Ian Morris (chair), Alison    
Lawson and Sheila Pepper, among others.  Rowly never shied 
away from hard work - physical or mental - and he would do any 
job that needed doing. 
 
In 1995, Rowly lost Dorothy to cancer. He remained in the two-
storey house for a few more years before  moving with his     
beloved dog Chadeau to a small condo. Thankfully, he met and 
married Jayne Calvert in 2002 and a new adventure began. 
Rowly was never an enthusiastic traveler, but he did participate 
in several Elderhostels, some with his sisters. He also travelled  
to Mexico, Wales and New Orleans with Jayne. He returned to 
Wales in 1952, 1979, 1990 (with the OWCS) and 2003. He would 
have loved to go again, but in 2007 he was diagnosed with 
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frontal-lobe vascular dementia, which ultimately made travel 
next to impossible, although they did manage several trips to 
Florida to enjoy the warmer climes during the winter months. 
 
In 2010, Rowly received the additional diagnosis of PTSD, a  
result of his wartime service, too late for any meaningful       
treatment.  He kept busy, though as long as he was able, often 
sitting down to write about his life for his family. Throughout his 
life, he pursued many interests, including poetry writing,      
drawing, oil and watercolour painting, playing the piano, organ, 
violin and saxophone, and, of course, singing. He sang with the 
Perley and Rideau  Choir, led by daughter Pegi for a while. 
 
Rowly was proud of his parents, his children and grandchildren. 
He often spoke with pride of his father’s efforts to educate     
himself. Harries started as a farm labourer and ended his career 
as a foreman for John Inglis, largely through self-education.  
Peggy was in charge of the funds and she managed to save 
enough to buy a  house in the early 1940s. As for his daughters, 
Rowly was very proud and supportive of them in their chosen 
careers and pursuits. The grandchildren were his great joy. He 
spoke often of his buttons popping off his shirt because he was 
so puffed up with pride! 
 
Over the years, Rowly watched as his friends and siblings    
disappeared from his life. He sometimes wondered aloud why 
the good Lord was keeping him on this earth, but his was a life 
well-lived for nearly 96 years.  
 
Despite his long battle with dementia, he retained a spirit of 
gratitude to the end of his days, often saying “Thank you, thank 
you, thank you” to his caregivers. He was spoken of by staff of 
the Perley and Rideau with great love and admiration.  
 
The family was very happy to see the members of the OWS 
who braved the snowstorm on January 25th to be with them as 
they celebrated Rowly’s life.  Byth mewn angof  

 

 
Rowly and his grandchildren 
 
 
 Rowly and his girls 

 
Raising funds for the Welsh choir 

The Awr Sgwrsio I Dysgwyr (Hour of conversation to Learn) 
is continuing classes during the pandemic using the ZOOM 
application. In April, John Williams introduced the class to the 
animals he encountered on his recent trip to Botswana. (See 
Colofn Y Dysgwyr, p. 3 and 4.) The attendees included, as 
always, some who are fluent speakers and others at various 
stages in the learning process. The May class returned to 
conversation about daily life, including introducing ourselves 
and talking about our families. The attendees included some 

new arrivals. We look forward to another meeting in June. 

 

 

 

The Awr Sgwrsio is also still functioning from time to time, 
also through the ZOOM application. This is a great way to 

keep in touch with friends we can’t physically meet with. 

 

 

 

The Jenkins family welcomed a new member on May 4:  

Isaiah Thomas Stefan Lange, a first child for Jolani and Josh, 
a grandson for Pegi Jenkins Bursey and Ian Bursey, and 

grand-nephew for Marilyn, Laurie, David and Rob. 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping in touch: 

I am always happy to receive good news to include in Y 
Bwletin. Please email me directly if you have something 
you would like to share with the membership. If you do 

not use email, please call me at 613-820-6687. 

 

I would like to remind everyone that there is a Face-
book page under the name of  Ottawa Welsh Society/
Cymdaethas Cymry Ottawa. You are all welcome to join  

and to post on the page.  

We also have a web page which is kept up-to-date by 
our web Administrator, David Speck. Check it out for 

past and future events and for Bwletinau. 


