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 AGM Report 
Opening with a moment of silence in memory of members 
who passed on in 2020, the meeting was attended by 15 
current members.  
 
The President reviewed the events of the year and thanked 
those who worked to plan in this most difficult of years. 
The Treasurer reported that there was a net loss to the 
Society due to the loss of revenues from in-person events. 
The two live performances and the film night had costs 
associated and there was no charge to attendees. Myfanwy 
Davis reported her satisfaction with the state of the books 
and the membership accepted the reports. 
 
The membership secretary reported that as of May 19, there 
were 26 family and 20 single memberships in the OWS. She 
reminded us that we need to get our dues in to keep the 
Society functioning as a cultural ambassador for Wales. 
 
The Executive remained mostly unchanged. Thanks were 
expressed to Wendy Wynne-Jones for her service along with 
a wish for her good health going forward. A new member, 
Anastasia Llewellyn was welcomed. 
 
It was reported that Directors’ Insurance had been 
purchased. The Ontario Gymanfa Ganu Association hopes 
to hold a Gymanfa in 2022 and the North America Festival of 
Wales hopes to go ahead with the 2021 in Utica, and 
Canadians are welcome, provided the border restrictions are 
lifted. 
 
Following a report on the plans for a 2022 Ottawa Welsh 
Film Festival, the $2000 which had been approved for the 
2021 festival was rolled over for use in planning the 2022 
version. 
 

 

 

 

Neges Llwydd/President’s Message June 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annwyl Gyfeillion, 
With the arrival of Spring and warmer weather, I’m hoping for 
some return to normalcy. Signs abound: decreasing COVID 
numbers, vaccination rates improving, and the Maple Leafs 
losing in the playoffs. 
    
The Welsh rugby team had another great season, winning the 
Six Nations Championship and paving the way for captain 
Alun Wyn Jones to be chosen as captain of the British and 
Irish Lions for the upcoming planned tour of South Africa. 
Eight other members of the Welsh team have also been 
selected, so it will be a fascinating summer of rugby if the tour 
goes ahead. MAYBE we’ll all be able to gather in a suitable 
watering hole to enjoy the games together  
  https://www.bbc.com/sport/rugby-union/56863104 
  
 Pêl Droed is also in the spotlight as Wales rebuild under a 
new coach, playing France at the beginning of the month in 
preparation for the Euros competition.   
 https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/57250377 
 
We are all aware of the skyrocketing prices for homes in 
Ottawa and Canada but this is affecting rural Wales 
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-57322524 
I have vague memories of second homes in Welsh villages 
being a controversial topic for similar reasons when I was a 
teenager.  
  
We had the Society AGM by Zoom recently and would like to 
welcome Anastasia Llewellyn as the newest member of our 
executive. Thanks to Anastasia for her willingness to be 
involved. Thanks to Wendy Wynne-Jones for her years of 
service to the Society. Wendy has resigned from the 
executive as she deals with health issues and recovery post 
surgery. We wish her a speedy recovery. 
 
Bob Hwyl 
 
Geraint Lewis 
Llywydd 

 

Upcoming Events 2021 
 
There are plans for online events, and a hope to offer 
in-person events as permitted by the government 
and health authorities. 
 
Details about online events will be sent out by email 
as they become available. 
 
We expect to continue offering online events through 
the 2021-22 season and perhaps beyond. In-person 
events will inevitably be different from previous 
events.  
 
We recommend you watch your email inbox for more 
information on our upcoming events.  

https://www.bbc.com/sport/rugby-union/56863104
https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/57250377
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-57322524
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Awr Sgwrsio I Dysgwyr 
 

Over the few years since we started the Welsh learners’ 
class, there has been a lot of learning and a lot of changes 
in personnel.  
 
Since March 2020, of course, the class has been online, 
via Zoom. It has been possible to have a full session with 
chat about current events, etc. plus break-out rooms so 
that learners at different levels can advance at their own 
pace.  
 
In any given month, we can have from five to fifteen     
participants, some from other towns, cities and countries. 
The main burden of instruction goes to Alison Lawson, 
who freely admits checking in with Hefina Phillips for    
guidance in some areas. John Williams has taken the lead 
in providing material for the Welsh column in each issue of 
Y Bwletin. Many thanks to them and to other Welsh-
speakers who show up periodically, including Geraint  
Lewis, Hetty Martin, Judith Winstanley and Alison Peake.  
 
As a learner of Welsh, both through the Duolingo         
materials and through our own Awr Sgwrsio, I am indeed 
grateful for the time and effort put into the planning. Many 
people don’t realise how much time is involved in planning 
a lesson. Materials have to be sought out and decisions 
made on the order of presentation. New expressions    
relating to current events must be garnered and verified.  
Materials must then be organised and sent out ahead of 
time for review by the participants. We have enjoyed  
reading a couple of historical tales most recently, which 
allowed us to practise reading aloud, and thereby          
pronouncing the words and making sense out of them, 
and to hear the text and answer questions in our own   
inimitable ways. 
 
The final class (dosbarth) before the summer was a quiz 
(cwis) with break-out rooms to allow small group   
discussion. This type of conversation is invaluable to 
learners. Duolingo is great but it has its limitations.  
 
We all look forward to continuing our studies in the fall and 
wish the instructors a relaxing summer.  
 
Diolch yn fawr i gyd. 
 
- Marilyn Jenkins 

The Executive for 2021-22 
 

Please see the front of the bwletin for contact information. 

 
President 
  Geraint Lewis 
 
Past President 
  John Price 
 
Secretary 
  Marilyn Jenkins 
 
Treasurer 
  David Jeanes* 
 
Membership 
  Sian Wynn Jones 
 
Members-at-large 
  Alison Lawson 
  Anastasia Llewellyn 
  John Williams 
 
It is the intention of the editor to provide a bit of 
background on the members of the executive over the 
next few issues. 
 
Member-at-large, Anastasia Llewellyn 
 
Anastasia Llewellyn is a student of languages. She is the 
youngest member of the board and is most welcome with 
her fresh ideas and perspectives. 
 
Hailing from Montreal, she is a PhD student focusing on 
minoritized language revitalization, including Welsh. When 
she is not knee-deep in academic reading, she can be 
found making music or knitting. Anastasia has also been a 
participant in the Welsh classes - at an advanced level, I 
should say. 
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St. David’s Day Celebrations 
 
The Committee organized two main events around St. 
David’s Day. On February 28th, a mini Gymanfa was 
conducted by Marilyn Jenkins with assistance from David 
Jeanes and featuring a lovely solo offering of Myfanwy, 
sung by Jennifer Davis, Alison Lawson, Geraint Lewis 
and John Lawson. The reaction of the participants was 
heart-warming. Many thanks to both John Lawson and 
David Jeanes for their technical contributions, to Alan 
Thomas for preparing the prelude and to Lezlie Wood for 
her participation as officiant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On March 1, the Society was treated to a two-actor 
award winning play called West (see Bwletin Gaeaf for 
details). It was very well-received and the audience    
appreciated the opportunity to speak directly to the    
principals, Gareth John Bale and Gwenllian Higginson.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
In April, we had the opportunity to see Gareth John Bale 
again in the one-man play Grav, by the same playwright 
as West, Owen Thomas. Again the actor did not         
disappoint in his portrayal of rugby star Ray Gravell. 
Some felt it was spell-binding and all were moved by his 
portrayal of the real human being behind the star. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, on May 19, we held our second virtual AGM. One 
new member was elected to the executive, and our 
thanks was proffered to Wendy Wynne-Jones who 
stepped down as member-at-large due to health        
concerns. (See further details on page 2) 

 

Thanks! 
 

One of several donations the OWS makes each year is a 
$300 scholarship for a folk singer under 21, in the Kiwanis 
Music Festival.  
 
Past winners of the award include Shannon Mercer (1991 
and 1994), Rachel Hamilton (1993 and 1996) and Wallis 
Giunta (2004, 2005). Both Shannon and Wallis have gone 
on to successful singing careers. (See page 5) 
 
The young people who win this class are always very grate-
ful for the help. It is expensive to pursue an education in 
music. Below is the note we received from the 2021 winner, 
Jazia Djoudad. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We may be able to persuade Jazia to sing for us in the  
future when we can gather in person again. 
 
 
Side note: One member of the executive commented on the cursive 
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Welcome Home Shannon 

 

 

The Ottawa Welsh Society would like to extend a very warm 
welcome back to Shannon Mercer who is moving to Ottawa this 
summer. 
 
Many of us in the Ottawa Welsh Society have very fond     
memories of seeing Shannon develop and blossom as a singer 
over the years from when she was a little girl taking part in  
various Ottawa Welsh Society events to her current stature as 
a top-class soprano soloist.  

 

Shannon has made Toronto her base for many years and has 
maintained a busy and challenging performance calendar of 
opera, concert, and recital engagements throughout North 
America and Europe while also sustaining an active recording 
presence. Shannon will be opening Shannon Mercer Music 
Studio in Ottawa. Starting in September 2021, Shannon will 
teach voice, piano, and theory lessons to students ages 7 to 
young adults online or in person in the Ottawa area. For more 

information, check out her website:   

www.shannonmercer.com 

 

Toronto’s loss is our inestimable gain! 

 

- Alison Lawson 

 

 

 Welsh rugby meets English football 
Remembering the Jean & Tony Howard 

 
Jean and Tony became lifelong friends with my parents,     
Jeanette and Charles as soon as they met in 1972. We had just 
moved from the South shore of Montreal to Ottawa that August. 
My mother was thrilled to again have the opportunity to       
immerse herself in all things Welsh after living in Quebec for 11 
years. My father (through and through an Englishman)        
encouraged her to reach out to the Ottawa Welsh Society. 
There my parents met Jean and Tony Howard.  
 
Both couples lived on the east side of Ottawa only five minutes 
apart, along with Jean Don. This gave them the opportunity to 
socialize on a frequent basis in between Welsh society events. 
My father and Tony hit it right off: two Englishmen with Welsh 
wives. Roy Moffett, another neighbour originating from Brummy 
completed the trio! They had so much fun teasing Jean and 
Jeanette about their Welshness but always got the short end of 
the stick. Both women were fluent Welsh speakers, so they 
would often revert to their original tongue and give back as 
good as they got. All the men heard were their names in a 
stream of Welsh! 
 
Jean and Jeanette shared their love of music within the Ottawa 
Welsh choir and small group of singers. Often Jean would 
come over in the evening and practice with my Mum at the  
piano. Tony would tag along and enjoy the company of my  
father and Roy talking all things English, trying to get a rise out 
of the ladies, to no avail.  
 
Jean and Jeanette also had teaching as their chosen career in 
common. My Mum attended Bangor University so close to 
where Jean grew up in Anglesey. 
  
 After  my parents moved back to Wales in the early eighties, 
Tony and Jean visited. I don’t know much about those          
adventures. 
 
My lasting memory of the two couples is filled with mischief, 
laughter and fun. They were great friends. What a wonderful 
gift the Ottawa Welsh society gave to them both: Lifelong 
friendship.  
 
Jean and Tony, you will be missed but your memories will be 
carried on in our family stories.  
 
- Anne Paquin, past member of OWS 
 
 
 Please see page 6 for a full memorial to Jean and Tony Howard. 

http://www.shannonmercer.com


   

 

In Memoriam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Anthony (Tony) Howard        Jean Winnifred Hughes Howard 
1937 - 2020          1937 - 2021 

We have had the sad and unusual situation of saying good-bye 
to two members who were husband and wife. After nearly 60 
years of marriage, they were separated by circumstances and 
died exactly one month apart. This In Memoriam will only briefly 
cover the lives of two lovely and lively people. 
 
Tony was born on February 9, 1937 in Rainhill, England. He   
attended Prescott Grammar School and moved to the University 
of Birmingham to study, completing his PhD in Chemistry. 
 
Jean Hughes was born in Llanfechell, Wales on December 20, 
1937. She received her teacher training at Wrexham Training 
College and spent much of her professional life in the            
elementary school classroom. She met Tony in Birmingham and 
they were married in April 1961 on Anglesey in a medieval 
church at Llanfechell. 
 
In 1964, they came to Canada so Tony could pursue post-
doctoral work in chemistry and then take a job at NRC (National 
Research Council) in Ottawa. Over the next few years, their    
family grew as sons Michael, Phillip and David came along. 
They became members of the Ottawa Welsh Society and were 
very active in all events. Jean was a member of the Ottawa 
Welsh Choral Society and was a great support to the directors 
of the choir. She was also a volunteer in many of the events 
such as the annual tea, children’s Christmas party, etc. She is 
fondly remembered by participants, including Anne Paquin, 
whose parents were close friends of the Howards. Anne says 
“My lasting memory of the two couples is [of] mischief, laughter 
and fun. They were great friends. What a wonderful gift the  
Ottawa Welsh society gave to them both: Lifelong friendship.” 
 
Jean was known for her story telling, singing and entertaining. 
There were numerous events at her home in Rothwell Heights 
where friends and family loved to gather. She was also very   

involved in activities at the schools where she taught, and Tony 
was an avid squash player and supporter of the squash          
community in the city. They enjoyed playing host and           
entertaining friends in their home. They also enjoyed travelling 
together.  
 
In later years, there were challenges they had to face. Tony’s 
health gave out, but he struggled on with a positive attitude. 
More than once the medical profession thought he was done, 
but he cheerfully carried on.  
 
Jean lost a leg to diabetes a few years ago and was confined to 
a wheel chair, but she was in touch with the OWS through her 
good friends and she was able to get out to a few of the events 
in the recent past. She was always cheerful and even when she 
and Tony were forced apart by circumstances, she managed to 
visit or talk to him every day.  
 
Jean was a positive influence on anyone who talked with her. 
Members of the executive spoke with her on the phone just 
after Tony died and she was already starting to write out some 
thoughts for his obituary. Her one regret was that she was   
unable to be with him in his final hours, but family members did 
manage to communicate via cellphone. Unfortunately, with the 
pandemic, there was no chance to have a proper memorial for 
Tony and Jean died exactly one month later, following a second 
amputation. The family was left to mourn both parents,        
separated by the width of the country. 
 
Our hearts go out to the family. We look forward to celebrating 
the two lives well-lived with the family when circumstances  
permit.  
 
Thanks to Jean Howard, Phil Howard, David Jeanes, Alison Lawon, 
and Anne Paquin for their assistance.  


